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Tips for Students & Parents
By Dave & Mary Jo Nutting

Now that school is in session again, students and
parents often face a perplexing problem — how to deal
with evolutionary teaching. Of course, this decision
should be approached with serious personal con-
sideration and prayer. However, since many people
have asked us for suggestions, we will attempt to give
a few. Keep in mind these are our personal opinions
only.

First, students should do the very best job in class
as they possibly can. Teachers are more likely to listen
to the views of good students than poor ones.
Assignments should be done neatly and thoroughly
and turned in on time. Students should be careful to
be attentive and respectful in class and maintain a
positive attitude about the class and the teacher, ‘‘so
that in all things God may be glorified.” (I Peter 4:11)

We have found that it is usually best not to challenge
the teacher directly in class. Normally, it is better to
talk to the teacher after class, respectfully presenting
personal views and relevant facts. Asking questions
and sharing pertinent information in class are also
appropriate if done in a respectful way which does not
embarrass the instructor. In addition, the student can
offer to do special reports, arrange for guest speakers,
or provide the teacher with books and articles
presenting another view.

When faced with a pointedly evolutionary assign-
ment we find it is best for students to complete the
assignment in a way which demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the evolution model, but which also
points out its shortcomings along with the positive
points for creation. Admittedly, this will require addi-
tional work; however a well-reasoned defense of the
creation model is often effective, especially with fair-
minded- teachers.

On tests we usually recommend that students
answer questions as much as possible by giving the
“correct’”’ answer (as taught in the text or in class) and
then add qualifiers, such as “According to the evolu-
tion model. . .” or “The text states. . . .”" Many times
a note attached to the test explaining personal views
is appropriate.

Although the suggestions above are often effective,
they are not fool-proof. Some teachers are absolutely
intolerant and refuse to allow students to express
opposing views. In such cases, parents should con-
sider talking directly with the teacher, and then with
the principal, superintendent and school board if
necessary. In some cases of direct prohibition of
freedom of speech or discrimination because of
religious beliefs, legal action may even be appropriate.

In conclusion, we believe the best approach involves
diligent preparation, gentle persistence in standing up
for personal convictions, and trusting in God for the
results.
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If you missed out on the Creation Family Camp at
Camp Redcloud, you missed a great week. Par-
ticipants have reported they thoroughly enjoyed the
week of family fun and learning. Redcloud staff
members were extremely helpful and gracious, and
clearly demonstrated Christian servanthood. We all
learned a lot from them. We appreciated their exper-
tise in leading the group activities — rapelling,
horseback riding, mountain biking, jeeping, and moun-
tain climbing — and their skills in the kitchen, providing
hungry campers with super meals. We personally were
also pleased with the interest in the creation seminar.
Participants learned a great deal, and most have plans
to immediately use the material in teaching classes,
working with their own children, etc. We want to
express our thanks to Dorothy Hahn for providing the
children with their very own ‘‘hands-on’ creation
seminar while the adults were in lectures and to the
Redcloud staff for making it a very special week for
all. If you missed the fun this year, start making plans
for next year — we hope to see you there!

;s Recent Events

— Reminder —

Just a reminder, Aipha Omega Institute is a non-
profit organization supported by the donations of
people who feel we are doing a needed and worthwhile
work. Thanks to all of you who have contributed to this
work — your donations are very much appreciated.
If you have not yet begun contributing, we encourage
you to do it today. Faithful partners in giving and prayer
make this work possible.

Are there topics you'd like to see covered in Think
and Believe? If so, drop us a note and we’ll see what
we can do. Your input is appreciated and helps keep
us on track!

Alpha Qmega
Institute

P.O. Box 4343
Grand Junction, CO 81502
(303) 245-5906

Would you like additional information
about any one of the condensed articles
or on another subject that we haven't even
touched upon as yet? Write to us and we
will gladly send you some.
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M. — Books — _-~4

Do you know any school-aged children — your own,
grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbor kids, kids at
church, etc.? If so, you need to be aware of the follow-
ing resources available to help them deal with the
evolutionary bias so common in textbooks and on TV.

4 Dinosaurs are frequently used to lead children into
evolutionary thinking. Help them see the other side
of the story with these two clearly written and beauti-
fully illustrated hardcover books:

The Great Dinosaur Mystery and the Bible ($12.00)
Dinosaurs: Those Terrible Lizards ($10.00)

B What about the fossils? Do they ‘‘prove’ evolution?
How do creationists interpret fossil evidence. These
two children’s books will give you a concise answer:

Dry Bones and Other Fossils ($7.00)
($13.00 with 70 minute read-along cassette)
Fossils: Key to the Present ($5.50)

B Would you like to counteract the amoral sex educa-
tion children get in public schools? This brand new
book by Dr. Gary Parker tastefully presents a Bible-
centered account of reproduction and embryonic
growth in a unique conversation style with beautiful
illustrations:

Life Before Birth ($11.00)
(Read-along cassette, $6.00 extra)

M All of the above may be ordered directly form Alpha
Omega Institute, Box 4343, Grand Junction, CO 81502.

*Note: Prices already include shipping and handling.
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