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Preach the Gospel

by Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

Every so often someone says something like
this to us: “What’s the big deal? Why do you
waste your time on creation? Why don’t you just
go out and preach the gospel?” Since it is
approaching the Christmas season and since
Christmas is indeed a celebration of the Gospel,
just what is the gospel message? A thorough
understanding of the “whole’’ gospel clarifies why
we are doing what we are doing.

Of course, the centrality of the gospel is Jesus’
life, death and resurrection and many come to
God on the basis of this knowledge alone. How-
ever, to truly understand the message of salva-
tion, a person needs to come to grips with some
very important foundational truths. The Bible
teaches that man is a fallen creature who has
rebelled against his Creator and cannot save
himself. His only hope is to humble himself, cry
out for mercy to his Creator, and come to Him on
His terms. The gospel, the ‘“‘good news,” is that
this Creator is a God of love and mercy Who longs
to fellowship with man and that He Himself has
provided the way to restore the broken fellowship.
The gospel is that the Creator took the form of
a man, lived a sinless life, and suffered an awful
death in man’s place. But since He was the
Creator, death could not hold Him and He rose
again, having paid in full man’s debt of sin. Thus,
the gospel is entirely interwoven with the doctrine
of creation. (See also Acts 14:15 and Rev. 14:6.)

The gospel makes no sense at all in an evolu-
tionary framework. In the evolutionary scheme of
things, man is just a highly developed animal. He
has ascended to his dominant position by “‘sur-
vival of the fittest,” being fortunate enough to have
stumbled upon a highly developed brain and ef-
ficient grasping hands. Supposedly this evolu-
tionary process is still continuing and some even
believe that man is now able to control his own

future evolutionary progress. So, according to
evolutionary thinking, man is getting better and
better, more and more advanced. He is respon-
sible to no one but himself and can turn to no one
but himself for solutions to life’s problems. (As the
Humanist Manifesto puts it, ‘‘No deity will save
us. We must save ourselves.”)

Many Christians today have been confused by
evolutionary teaching, but even those who defend
evolution are not consistent evolutionists, since
there is no concept of sin or a need for a Savior
in evolutionary thinking. Creation is the only foun-
dation consistent with the whole teaching of scrip-
ture. So what is the gospel? It is the Creator dying
and rising again for His sinful, fallen creatures.
To make sense, it must encompass the creation
and the fall, the birth, death and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the final restoration
as described in Revelation when that which was
lost by sin is restored again.

We have seen His star in the east.
(see Spotlight on Science)












