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Earth Day

by Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

What a hoopla has been made over ‘“Earth
Day” this year! It seems everyone has gotten into
the act — schools, media, even churches. For
most, it involves a genuine and healthy concern
for the environment, but some have become
almost paranoid with worry over the condition of
the earth, while others have returned to a form
of nature worship.

How does all this fit with a Biblical view of the
earth and mankind’s place in it? The basic Biblical
premise is, ‘“The earth is the Lord’s, and all it
contains, the world and those who dwell in it”
(Psalm 24:1). He “‘formed the earth and made it,
He established it and did not create it a waste
place, but formed it to be inhabited” (lsaiah
45:18). “And God created man in His own image,
in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. And God blessed them;
and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and
over every living thing that moves on the earth!’”
(Genesis 1:27,28). “Then the Lord God took the
man and put him into the garden of Eden to
cultivate it and keep it”’ (Genesis 2:15).

The earth and the living creatures are not the
result of random accidents, but the resulit of the
careful creative acts of God. Man is not the “most
highly evolved’’ creature on this planet who thus
holds ultimate control, but is the special creation
of God, created in His image, and given the
responsibility to be stewards of God's earth.
Some have claimed that the so-called ‘“‘dominion
mandate’’ in Genesis 1:28 has led to the rape of
the earth and the environmental problems we face
today. We would propose, however, that these
problems are the result of carelessness, selfish-
ness and greed — not the proper outworking of
God’s mandate.

As Bible-believing Christians, we should be
concerned about our environment, because we
are stewards of God'’s creation who recognize that
“the earth is the Lord’s.”” Everything we have
comes from Him, and it is our responsibility to
seek His will in how we use and care for it. We
are not free to use it wantonly for our own selfish
desires with no concern for the needs of others
or for generations to come. However, God did
form the earth to be inhabited. It is not a museum.
Thus, He expects us to use it to provide for our
needs — but we must do so responsibly!
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Our Wonderful Earth: Design or Chance?
(See Spotlight on Science)









//ﬁ‘

What a spring! Shortly after returning from the Wyoming/
California trip, Mary Jo underwent unexpected major
surgery. Though she is recuperating well, Dave had to take
several of the speaking engagements by himself. He found
out how difficult it is to do a seminar when half the team
is missing! Despite Dave's just about losing his voice, the
full seminar for homeschoolers in the Colorado Springs area
went well. It was very well organized and attended, thanks
to the hard work of Chelly Gring and the others helping her.
Also well-executed was the Christian Educators’ Curriculum
Fair in Grand Junction. Thanks, Liz Martin, Marian Osborne
and all the rest of you who helped.

We were glad again this year to be a part of the Grand
Canyon Adventure sponsored by ICR. We led one of the
three hiking groups into the canyon (and back out again!)
to study the geology and biology of the canyon from a
creationist perspective. Though it was snowing when we left
the rim, and we slid more than hiked the first day, altogether
the trip offered a special time of fellowship and tearning.
Thanks, all of you who prayed for Mary Jo. God answered
your prayers for strength. She had no trouble hiking out the
9.5 miles with almost a mile elevation change (just 62
weeks after surgery).

S Recent Events

Bug Man!

We have a special treat in store at the Twin Peaks Family
Science Adventure and the Camp Redcloud Family Moun-
tain Adventure this summer. Henry Michaloski, an amateur
entomologist (that’s a Bug Man} is scheduled to join us with
his 3000-insect collection and his excitement about bugs.
He will share his love for God and his enthusiasm about
God'’s creation in the special “‘hands-on’” science program
for the children. If you haven’t signed up yet, you'd better
hurry. Space is limited!
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. Upcoming Events //i

June 15-16: HOME Conference, Denver, CO. Contact
Diane Maliszewsk’, ‘303) 935-3677.

June 17-18: Walsh, CO. Contact Barb Burson, (719)
324-5815.

June 19-20: Kelen Baptist Church, Borger, TX. Contact
Pastor Wyatt Carpenter, (806) 274-7446.

June 25-29: Paluxy Dinosaur Adventure, Glen Rose, TX.
Contact Dennis Peterson, (916) 626—4447.
July 1: Countryside Christian Church, Marysville, MO
(tentative). Contact Church Office, (816) 582-8872.
July 8, 15: Monticello, MN (tentative). Contact Lee Huber
(612) 263-3404.

July 28-29: Lake Shetek Baptist Family Camp, Slayton,
MN. Contact Louise Sulack, (507) 376-9735.

July 29-31: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Madison, SD.
Contact Laurie Rowland, (605) 256-6357.

Aug. 1-2: Rapid City, SC area. Contact David Blackhurst,
(605) 787-5358.

Aug. 12-17: Twin Peaks Family Science Adventure,
Colibran, CO. Contact us, (303) 245-5906.

Aug. 19-24: Camp Redcloud Family Mountain Adventure,
Lake City, CO. Contact us, (303) 245-5906.

Aug. 26-31: YWAM Discipleship Training School,
Cimarron, CO.

Aug. 31-Sept. 3: Family Camp, TeePee Bible Camp, Rifie,
CO. Contact (303) 876-2108.

Eastern Trip

We are attempting to put together a reasonabile itinerary
for an Eastern speaking trip late October and November this
year. If you would lilke to arrange something in your area,
contact us right away. We'll send you all the information you
need to put together a seminar.
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