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A Crucial Question:
What Is The Evidence?

By Dave & Mary Jo Nutting

One of the most important, but most difficult,
things to accomplish in schools is to teach
students to think. It's easy for teachers to fall into
the trap of allowing their students to just memorize
all kinds of information and repeat it on a test.
However, real learning entails much more than
just memorizing. Real learning comes by compar-
ing, contrasting, classifying, applying, analyzing
and evaluating data. It starts with asking the right
questions.

Whenever we speak in public schools, we
encourage the students to ask questions. We
stress the importance of looking at things in more
than one way and getting the whole picture before
they make a decision. For example, when given
a sketch of a fossil reconstruction such as the one
shown on this page, we all should ask, “What was
the evidence used to develop such a picture?”
Sometimes the evidence is extremely scanty. Bias
often enters into the picture, and the resulting
drawings are based more on preconceived ideas
than on actual evidence.

Students are taught that abundant fossil
evidence shows gradual transformations from fish
to amphibians, amphibians to reptiles, reptiles to
mammals and so on. Textbooks often illustrate
what these intermediate forms looked like.
However, we must remember to ask the question
“What is the evidence?’’ In actuality, there are no
clear fossil transitions between any of the above
groups. The pictues in the textbook are the artist’s
conception of what these transitions might have
. looked like if they had existed.

The problem is that these artistic reconstruc-
tions are very convincing to children (and many
adults too). Most do not stop to ask the question
“What is the evidence?’’ They tend to accept it

as fact because they saw it in a book, magazine
or museum.

In addition to the question ““What is the
evidence?’’, several other questions need to be
asked. For example, students should ask “‘Is there
another explanation for the same data? What
assumptions are involved in arriving at this con-
clusion? Are these assumptions reasonable? |s
the iogic sound? Are the conclusions reasonable?
Do they seem to fit with the ‘big’ picture?”’

Students must realize that science is an activity
carried on by ordinary, fallible human beings. They
also need to realize that scientific models change
as more information is.discovered, and that what
science considers “‘true’” one day, is frequently
shown faise later. In contrast, the Word of God
never changes. It has stood the test of time and
the questions of scores of skeptics. While it can
never be “proven’’ true by scientific means, there
is sufficient evidence for any honest searcher who
thinks, and is willing to believe.
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Just what is the evidence?
(See Spotlight on Science.)









A\, VML

Z$>a. Upcoming Events -~ %%

We are scheduling an extensive speaking trip
in April and May. Even though many of the days
are already scheduled, we do have some open-
ings. Call us right away if you and your church
or group would like for us to speak at an evening
function or luncheon or ?

Mar. 24  Olathe, CO, Olathe Baptist Church

April 3-5 Rangely, CO, 1st Assembly of God

April 4 Field Trip
Dinosaur National Monument

April 12 Grand Junction, CO, Clifton
Christian Church

April 26 Denver, CO, Northwest Baptist
Church

April 27,28 Joplin, MO, Clark College — Neil
Gardner

April 29,30 Paola, KS — 294-5553

May 1-5 Kansas City, KS — Contact us for
schedule

May 6-10 Southwest lowa — 712-542-2519

May 12-13 DesMoines, IA — Contact us for
schedule

May 13-15 Waterloo, 1A — Contact Larry
Reed, 234-5800

May 17 Mankato, MN, Grace Baptist
Church — 388-9355
May 21 Mankato, MN, Mankato State Univ.
— 388-9355
May 24- Minneapolis, MN area — Schedule
June 8 still tentative, contact us or call
507-345-4967
Alpha Qmega
Institute
P.0. Box 4343

Grand Junction, CO 81502
(303) 245-5906

Would you like additional information
about any one of the condensed articles
or on another subject that we haven't even
touched upon as yet? Write to us and we
will gladly send you some.
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&> Recent Events P

If evolution really worked, our feet would be
evolving into wheels (or wings) by now! In January
we travelled to California for 3 weeks of speak-
ing and research. It was good to spend some time
at ICR (Institute for Creation Research) in San
Diego touching bases with some of the leaders
in the creation science movement and catching
up on some of the latest developments. We were
also invited to speak to several groups while in
California and were encouraged by the response.

Since our return, we have spoken in several
Colorado locations. A highlight was in Steamboat
Springs where we spoke to approximately 75 high
school students on a ski retreat and another group
of students at a Fellowship of Christian Athletes
meeting in Craig. Another good opportunity was
to a public school zoology class that wished to
balance the evolutionary approach with a crea-
tionist view. It looks like we will have some other
opportunities in the public schools between the
time of writing this and when you receive it. So
backdate your prayers!

In addition, we taught for several days at the
YWAM Discipleship Training School near Cimar-
ron, Colorado and have been teaching a Crea-
tion/Evolution class here in Grand Junction for
Colorado Christian College.

Don’t Forget
Family Camp
August 23 - 29
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