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Scientific Objectivity?
By Dave and Mary Jo Nutting

Recently a speaking engagement brought us into a
closed meeting where most of those in attendence
were staunch evolutionists. The presentations and
following informal discussion were very interesting.
Not only was the meeting closed, but the minds of
many of the participants were also closed to an
objective evaluation of our position. It became clear to
us that many classified us as “former scientists,”
since we no longer accepted the evolutionary position.
in their minds, it was impossible to be a scientist
without accepting evolution.

One of the main points put forth was that
creationists couldn’t be ‘“real” scientists because
they could not objectively evaluate data. We've heard
that argument before, and realize that objectivity is
difficult to maintain. However, we feel that creationists
are just as objective, and often more open-minded
to data than many evolutionists. For example,
when presented with evidence and quotes by
evolutionists regarding the lack of transitional forms
found in the fossil record, one person stated, “| still
think they’ve been found.” It’s hard to argue with
that kind of “logic.” It seems that the objective
view would have been, “I’'ve never heard that before.
I'll have to check it out.”

Many evolutionists have said that evolution is a
“fact;”” the only thing in dispute is how it happened,
not if it happened. Since evolution can never be
proven to be a “fact,” this becomes a blind statement
of faith, not science. Now faith is OK; we all
exercise faith everyday of our life. The problem
comes when we confuse faith with documented facts:
then we lose our scientific objectivity. As a
creationist, | am wel! aware that | must exercise
faith to believe in creation - but | feel this faith
is well-grounded and consistent with the observabie
facts of nature. The big problem in having meaningful
discussion with convinced evolutionists is that they
usually do not realize that their belief in evolution

is just as much a faith as mine. Often they will not
even consider solid scientific data and alternative
interpretations because they cannot conceive of any
other explanation, or they automatically ruie out
creation because their closed definition of science
leaves no room for the supernatural. At this point it
is sometimes heipful to ask them, “What evidence
would you accept in support of creation? What kind
of evidence would indicate to you that evolution has
not occurred?” If they can offer no answers to
these questions, it is not a question of facts at all,
because no matter what evidence you give them they
will still believe in evolution. That's not scientific
objectivity.

We believe there is sufficient evidence in nature
to make it obvious that the universe and living
systems could not have come about purely as the
result of molecules and elements “doing what comes
naturally.” Objective scientific evaluation of the
complex interrelationships and type of the order
found in nature clearly points to a creator. Scientific
objectivity leads to belief in creation.

Fairy Tale or Science?
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The ld-Ra-Ha-de Jr/Sr High Snow Camp was a
““smashing’” success, in spite of the rain (yes, we
did get hit by a few snowballs). Approximateiy
35 young people spent 4 days of their Christmas
vacation learning about creation, evolution, and
scientific evidence. We appreciated their interest
and attentiveness.

1985 has been busy aiready, including 2 seminars
(one at First Baptist, Cedaredge, and one at Redland’s
Community Church, Grand Junction). Both were
well-attended and the response was good. We also
spoke to 2 groups in Buena Vista. Dave was offered
a temporary position at Mesa College, teaching in
the math department, so he’s been busy there.
He’s enjoying the opportunity to work with students
again and we're thankful for the chance to earn
some much needed income while continuing to
build a support base for Alpha Omega.

. BOOK REVIEW |,

interested in the canopy model? Want more
information? An excellient reference is The Waters
Above: Earth’s Pre-flood Vapor Canopy, by Joseph
C. Dillow ( 1981, Moody Press, Chicago). This is an
extensive reference including both Biblical and
scientific evidence of a vapor canopy. Though some
aspects will undoubtedly undergo revision upon
further research, this book is one of the most
complete references regarding the canopy at this
time. (Available only in hardback for $19.95 + $2.00

shipping and handling from Alpha Omega Institute,
Box 4343, Grand Junction, CO 81502)
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I Wouid you like additional information
{ apout any one of the condensed articles
or on another subject that we haven'’t even
touched upon as yet? Write to us and we
will gladiy send you some.
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Feb.8,9, 10

Trinity Reformed Presbyterian
Montrose, CO: Seminar
Contact Peter Rich, 249-1053
Feb. 15, 16 Intermountain Bible College
Grand Junction, CO: Seminar
Contact Neil Gardner, 243-3870

Feb. 17 Covenant Presbyterian
Grand Junction, CO

April 14 Lutheran Church

Haxtun, CO

Contact Rhoda Renzelman

April 16 Lutheran Minister's Conference

Estes Park, CO

Contact Rev. John Peterson 867-5801

Various other church and school lectures are
scheduled in the Grand Junction vicinity. Contact us
for further details.

We are working on a schedule of seminars and
presentations for the summer. The camp setting is
ideal for sharing the type of information that we
present, so we are trying to include a number of
camps this summer (both high schoo! and family
camps). If you would like to schedule something
in your area, or know of an interested camp,
please contact us immediately.
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